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There is a widening gulf between how the best— and least—educated Americans approach
marriage and child-rearing. Among the elite (excluding film stars), the nuclear family
is holding up quite well. Only 4% of the children of mothers with college degrees are
born out of marriage. And the divorce rate among college—educated women has dropped. Of
those who first tied the knot between 1975 and 1979, 29% were divorced within ten years.
Among those who first married between 1990 and 1994, only 16.5% were

At the bottom of the education scale, the picture is reversed. Among high—school dropouts,
the divorce rate rose from 38% for those who first married in 1975-79 to 46% for those
who first married in 1990-94. Among those with a high school diploma but no college, it
rose from 35% to 38%. And these figures are only part of the story. Many mothers avoid
divorce by never marrying in the first place. The out—of—wedlock birth rate among women
who drop out of high school is 15%.

The “marriage gap” is one of the chief sources of the country’ s notorious and widening
inequality. Middle-class kids growing up with two biological parents are “socialized
for success” . They do better in school, get better jobs and go on to create families
of their own. Children of single parents or broken families do worse in school, get worse
jobs and go on to have children out of wedlock. This makes it more likely that those born

near the top or the bottom will stay where they started
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A large majority—92%—of children whose families make more than $75, 000 a year live
with two parents (including step—parents). At the bottom of the income scale—families
earning less than $15, 000—only 20% of children live with two parents. One might imagine
that this gap arises simply because two breadwinners earn more than one. A single mother
would have to be unusually talented and diligent to make as much as $75, 000 while also
raising children on her own. And it is impossible in America for two full-time, year-round
workers to earn less than $15,000 between them.

But there is more to it than this. Marriage itself is a wealth—generating institution.
Those who marry “till death do us part” end up, on average, four times richer than those
who never marry. This is partly because marriage provides economies of scale—two can
live more cheaply than one—and because the kind of people who make more money—those
who work hard, plan for the future and have good interpersonal skills—are more likely
to marry and stay married. But it is also because marriage affects the way people behave.

American men, once married, tend to take their responsibilities seriously. Married men
drink less, take fewer drugs and work harder, earning between 10% and 40% more than single
men with similar schooling and job histories. And marriage encourages both spouses to
save and invest more for the future. Each partner provides the other with a form of
insurance against falling sick or losing a job. Marriage also encourages the division
of labor. As Adam Smith observed two centuries ago, when you specialize, you get better

at what you do, and you produce more.
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TE: A Economist, 05/24/2007

1. Which of the following did NOT happen during 1975-1994?

[A] Less people who received high education got divorced

[B] More high school dropouts failed their first marriage.

[C] Many women did not marry because of their reluctance of children-rearing
[D] The divorce rate of high school graduates increased.

2. We can learn from the text that middle—class children tend to have the following
characteristics EXCEPT

[A] good appearances

[B] high school grades

[C] well-paid jobs

(D] happy family

3. The behavior of married people is probably more

[A] negative

[B] positive

[C] active

[D] people’ s behavior won’ t be influenced by marriage

4. A single mother, according to the text, probably

[A] has an easy and simple life

[B] finds herself busy with both work and child
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[C] is very smart and does well in her job.

[D] can save more money than when she’ s in a marriage.

5. What we can learn about American people’ s opinions towards marriage?

[A] Movie stars tend to remain in stable and happy marriage.

[B] More women want to have child out of wedlock.

[C] People’ s views of marriages are greatly influenced by their parents.

[D] People marry because specialization helps produce more.

i BT

AT HIRE T AR BE LA AT E AN T USRS R AR 55— Bl PIfE %

LA O N B ASRAERRAR, 28 BB RIS B P AUR A AT SR IEAE 2R T, 28 = Bl
SR TIXRACP RIS . 5 = BOWABON . AR USTAHLEISE AN (¥ 2 4 BT T IR 2

PR o

WIEARE

gulf n. M, FBIA

approach n. Jjik, LB, @i

child-rear n. ¥IEEZT

rear vt. 1%3%, I

elite n. KoL, K5tE

tie the knot [{H]4545

reverse vt. Biffl, {§%E
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dropout n. B, BAEAEL

diploma n. 3%, HMVIFH

wedlock n. ZEUSAETE, WS

notorious adj. RALMEER

diligent adj. #ifhng, FHIHK

economy of scale FIARZTF

make money Wk

spouse n. AcfH

division n. X4, T

specialize v. HIZ

HEFISRE

1. Of those who first tied the knot between 1975 and 1979, 29% were divorced within ten

years. Among those who first married between 1990 and 1994, only 16.5% were.

FA&A] Of thosess+, 29% were divorced within ten years. Among those -, only 16.5% were.

ikt XRWATERA). SB—fU, those JRTHIZ who 51 MEEM]. 5 —A)t, those J5

[HI7& who 513 I E M), FHJHF4EEE T divorced within ten years, XA THHEIEIGE,

FNFE T #EN 1% only 16.5% were divorced within ten years.

B AE 1975 £ 1979 RIS HIIAATH, 29%H R EILE+ 4R A BIAS. 10 1990 £E42 1994 4F (8]

SN, HUA 16, 5%/E TR A AT .

2. Among high-school dropouts, the divorce rate rose from 38% for those who first married
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in 1975-79 to 46% for those who first married in 1990-94.

FAA&A) the divorce rate rose from 38% for those -:+to 46% for those-*

iR ZA T A EEMNA, FNEHE A those JETHK who 51 RIE M, M who

FFUGE] -79 G50, A E RN A those JGIHIN who 5131 E WM, M who FFEREN A

KETH

RS 1975-79 4R B 55— IR &5 WS IR PR = I S U 2R 0 38%, XN UFAETBLE T 1990-94 4F

45 0 e TP LTI T 6

3. Middle-class kids growing up with two biological parents are “socialized for

success” .

FAAA)A Middle—class kids are “socialized for success” .

LERY IR SR B T AR R E I TEE LS. growing up with two biological parents

fE middle—class kids [f])5 & €

)RS XTI R AR U, AT A ARSCREARE <0 T e S a2k

4. This makes it more likely that those born near the top or the bottom will stay where

they started.

T4&4A)30 This makes it more likely

i3t AT it BB, FOERIEER that I SMRIENG, I that FFARBIFIARLHR.

That ZEiE M AP ETE those will stay where they started. born near the top or the bottom

3R EAE 5 B e VBB those.

AP REEREEE, RN NHEERAHR, B AMIXZE TSR HE.
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5. A single mother would have to be unusually talented and diligent to make as much as

$75, 000 while also raising children on her own.

T A1) A single mother would have to be unusually talented and diligent to -

Gk AT aseease - [RIHRHE, Rty —H. While S A RIEAEIRTE, raise )

FEE T EE 8 JFHEESRR, PR V-ing EXFRE.

FPEESC: —AN GRS R A A RE I B By 4 BERs IR 7 0 5 T-36on, IRl dhid A5l

T

6. This is partly because marriage provides economies of scale—two can live more cheaply

than one—and because the kind of people who make more money—those who work hard, plan

for the future and have good interpersonal skills—are more likely to marry and stay

married.

FA4) This is partly because - and because -+

ST AT EE RPN 4 “and because” ZHiAE—#B4Y, WM T AN ER,

AT 2 [ 38 2 & R R4 40 “economies of scale” . “and because” ZJGut

B T8 —ANRIER, HFA)h “the kind of people are more likely to marry and stay married” ,

FCr AT S Z TR P A TR EE 2D B IR T B 2 — N

AJFPESC: 7 IR PR S WA T LA AR B8 RN — A NG EE— A NS S5y

7

— 5 TR L5 e S 22 B AN — R L) AR L R HANA RGP AZ B BE T i N — B vl REZ 4

I EARFFUS A
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Past performance is not an indicator of future returns. That, at least, is the advice
given to investors. But can the likelihood of a person committing a crime be predicted
by looking at his record? The answer, according to a team of clinical forensic
psychologists, is that it cannot. Not only is risk prediction unreliable but, when applied
to individuals rather than groups, the margins of error are so high as to render any result
meaningless.

Making assumptions about individuals from group data is generally only reasonably safe
when the variation within the group is small. Despite this, risk assessments are routinely
used to help decide who should be locked up, who should undergo therapy and who should
go free. Risk prediction is also set to be used to assess the threat posed by people ranging
from terrorist suspects to potential delinquents.

Stephen Hart, of Simon Fraser University in British Columbia, Canada, and colleagues
decided to determine how accurate the tests of risk assessment are when applied to
individuals rather than groups. Typically the tests work by assigning a score to people
depending on factors such as their age, the history of their relationships, their criminal
past and the type of victims they have chosen. If someone’ s score places him in a group
in which a known proportion has gone on to commit a crime on release from detention, then
the risk that person will prove a recidivist is thought to be similar to the risk for

the group as a whole.
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The paper published by Dr Hart and his colleagues in last month’s issue of the British
Journal of Psychiatry focused on two popular tests that follow this logic. The first was
a 12-item test designed to assess risk for general violence over periods of seven to ten
years. The second was a ten—item test designed to assess risk for violence and sexual
violence over periods of five to 15 years. The researchers have also assessed other tests
used for predicting sexual offences and domestic violence

They found that variations between members of the groups were very large. In one of
the tests, for example, the standard estimate of the chances of members of the group
sexually reoffending was put at 36% within 15 years. They calculated that the actual range
was between 30% and 43% of the group, with a 95% confidence level. But calculating the
average probability for a group is much easier than calculating the same probability for
any individual. Thus, using standard methods to move from group inferences to individual
ones, they calculated that the chance of any one person reoffending was in the range of
3% to 91%, similarly with a 95% confidence level. Clearly, the seemingly precise initial
figure is misleading. .

The principle is not peculiar to psychology. It has been recognised by statisticians
for decades. They call it the ecological fallacy (although this term captures broader
subtleties, too). Medicine has also been confounded by statistically based procedures.
Indeed, the technique is only really useful when the successes and failures are aggregated.

A life—insurance company, for instance, could wrongly predict the life span of every person
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it insured but still get the correct result for the group

. A% H Economist, 06/02/2007

1. What do the clinical forensic psychologists think of risk prediction?
[A] Risk prediction fails in the stock market.

[B] Risk prediction is always effective when being applied to groups

[C] Risk prediction is not dependable when it comes to individual behavior.
[D] Rist prediction should be widely used in all fields.

2. We can learn from the text that tests of risk assessment are
[A] longitudinal

[B] very tricky

[C] convincing enough

[D] unreasonable

3. Traditional view and that of Dr. Hart on risk assessment are
[A] identical

[B] similar

[C] complemetary

[D] opposite

4. According to Dr. Hart, using standard methods to predict individuals
[A] is as easy as using them for groups

[B] yields ineffective statistics
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[C] can help attain precise results

[D] might be influcenced by confidence level

5. Which of the following statements is TRUE?

[A] Ecological fallacy is a psychological phenomenon.

[B] Statisticians have been dealing with ecological fallacy for a long time and have almost
succeeded in figuring out a solution.

[C] The statistics from a life insurance company on the longevity of a group of people
should be reliable.

[D] Risk prediction is proved to be of zero practical value.

i BT

AL B TR BT U IR TR T 18k« B BUE Sa iR T XU T i A AT A AR B AL
TR s 25— BOR USS TS T R 2, FiE R SRR, HIXROEA L] = U
B R T R B DU R ST S0 SR T T SRR A, T U T
SARIA R i T AT NS D0 2578 BOWHE— 200 KU T BEAT (] A PR iRaE, $eth T
ERFBRHIME

WLVERE

margin n. JOURAH, ZH

confidence level EAZE

assessment n. ‘ﬁzﬂi, Mﬁ[\

probability n. M{%
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routine adj. BUATHI HT

inference n. #Eig

therapy n. JBJT

initial adj. AN, I

delinquent n. ZKRHRF, d@yk#E

fallacy n. &%, &

proportion n. LG, Yy

confound vt. fFVRIE, I

detention n. %, ZEM7]

aggregate v. R4, &if

psychiatry n. %, REMRIBIT L

insure vt. %&... &K

domestic adj. ZFKER, EHNHK

AR TR

1. Not only is risk prediction unreliable but, when applied to individuals rather than

groups, the margins of error are so high as to render any result meaningless.

F4&n)x: Not only is risk prediction unreliable but the margins of error are high

RO NT: AR RANMEIREA) RO HZ B not only---but---EBIIMAHHFH]. Not only HAJET

) FEAFEE, when applied to individuals rather than groups s&ZrEAVEIRIE .

F)PEESC: RTRIMN A AER, 1y HLBIAE R R MATI AR, R ZEZ Kt T 3Ei R
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RER

2. Despite this, risk assessments are routinely used to help decide who should be locked

up, who should undergo therapy and who should go free.

FAAA): risk assessments are used to help decide who*::, who*: and who---.

LERHT: AA) T EAR A RIREPEIES. to help decide who:+, who:- and who---. &%)

THPRTER Y, P S T =4 who 513K TEHE MG

)RS NIRRT 2> e RS VAT R S B e s M N i AR 7 L E N %5207 DA GHE TR

3. If someone’ s score places him in a group in which a known proportion has gone on to

commit a crime on release from detention, then the risk that person will prove a recidivist

is thought to be similar to the risk for the group as a whole.

FA)2: If someone’ s score places him in a group, then the rist is thought to be similar

to...

ikt AT NIE SRR RIS AR R

T, in which 5] SHIEEMNAER group; )5 A)T, that person will prove a recidivist

4y 5E B M AEME riske

AP R A A SR TSR R R w4, A AR BIEI LR R BRI

XA AR LF AR o

4. Thus, using standard methods to move from group inferences to individual ones, they

calculated that the chance of any one person reoffending was in the range of 3% to 91%,
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similarly with a 95% confidence level.

FAAA): they calculated that the chance was in the range of 3% to 91%.

SR 3HT: usings X ER M WEMRE, ST EE S HRESNRER, TUHT V-ing FER

W, EEPOET that 51 TENA.

TS I, AR IR AE T A TN, AT — AN AR BRI LR AE A 95%

HIEAS RN 3%—91%.
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Lo C. #07i e BISCEE—B iy, Fihd, USRI TN AAT A T 68 1 #1240,
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AR B 0 S 45 SR D) S S S A B AR R R AR, T XU (1 I AR 1

4. B. AR, MR SCEER LB WA REAIOERAE I TAME, AR 4 R BT
P

5. C. #79ll. CREIUAME Ok B SCE S NB s —FJ1h, A life-insurance company, for
instance, could wrongly predict the life span of every person it insured but still get
the correct result for the group. R “4it1—> N5 AR B 2w VA BEFUIN A A1 5 A (K
e AT LU A R T . 7 o

BV

WEI HIEAREAR MR, XD UG HR T H SRR . H—A ARIEEEsh P A Ak
I RTINS 2 — AN PRV B0 B2 G/ K IR B A5 8 1 o AU PRI AN i AN B, 1
FLEME R L TAMR A R A, 222 KB S8 R E =

AT 29— 2 s A 7R A R ARG /NI L PRORE AN A PR T A 4 LA T o RV
ATTIE 2 AFIAT 2 =5 b FE RS VP A ke 355 Bl s HE AR 2 HEN 8252 9897 LA CHE T 3RAF A el XL
oy T [RTRE FH X 23 PPAS MK 19 TR S5E 28 231 BV 7 SR S0 AR 5 P Bl 28R

INEERAN FEF A O AL VG 52 9 T AR 27 R 305 55 « I AR A P ) 2 e 2k el ] 1
AMKTTAEREAAIT, HAEF TSR 2 K. XA A VRS A& i, JugRse. BLAT
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PRI 2 H G R R NV — A RN A 808 T ARG S0 4R AR il —
A, IBABENFEBICK LA B AR AL B AR LA o

MR AR R TR S BB CRREDR N 22 iE) EARR T — RIS, EEAH TR &
BBATIOIAATZ SR . DS AT 12 AR IR, FORVPAL 7 42 10 458 [R5 22 07 X
S5 B SIS 10 BRI, FRPPAL 5— 15 SR 8] 28 I ANTESR 1. WFFTA B
WA T HIRPEAE VAR IE AN SR 5 ) (R HoA — 285056

AT A BURELL B O (8] (22RO e LEAnAE G — TR, 15 48 Y R GEAT PEAR I PT BEE R AE £
T2 36% 15 95%ITEAG LT, A3 R SBR[ R 30%A1 43%2 8] (HTHSREA KA 2 HL
WEANMEIBARA SR Z . B, WA IR AE T TN, AT S — N AR BIE
JUFRAE Y 95 BEAS T A 3% —91%. ARWISE, FLUAERf 1 s hn ol HE ) 73RS A1

R FEAMA T0B Y, e gt R NE T EZ A IRRHON B A B’ OVFEA
ARIEIEA ) Z AR E SO B Mt T ek 2 RE 7 R 10— MRS . b b, XA AR RA
FE IR R ISR LR e R (I A BB A o i — A AT ORI 28 W AR VR AN RETRINRE AN N 75 i
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