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Text 1

In an era when the value of a good education is as important as it has ever been, controversy still

exists about the merits of coed vs. single-sex education. Advocates of both sides contend their views are

superior, although most agree that having a choice of the two types is ideal. Many people, however, do

not have the luxury of that option. (DParents who lack financial resources and those who do not live in

metropolitan areas are two groups for whom this choice usually does not exist.

Those who do have the privilege of selection typically face the choice when their child enters high

school, usually in the ninth grade. Primary education in grades 1-8 is largely coeducational in both public

and private schools. However, some choice is offered in both high school years and college. Parents can

choose the setting they think is best for their child. Making this choice is an important responsibility;

therefore, it must be based on a sound examination of key factors.

Proponents of single-sex education point to a number of benefits. Students of the same sex are less

likely to be distracted during class. They are instead more likely to join class discussions and offer

comments and questions during class — even the shiest of students. Attire is not as important in a

single-sex classroom because there is no need to impress the opposite sex. Clothing then becomes less

important. Often, as a matter of fact, single-sex schools have a dress code or require students to wear

uniforms. Consequently, both girls and boys can concentrate on academics, devoting more attention to
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learning. This lack of distraction is probably the most important characteristic influencing parents who
choose single-sex education for their children. Other advantages appeal as well.

(@Some studies have shown that girls particularly benefit from being in a single-sex classroom

because, in traditional class settings, they may be overshadowed by their male counterparts, who are more

likely to control class discussion. Furthermore, studies have shown that teachers are more likely to call on

male students. Unless a girl is unusually confident, she is likely to be overlooked. In addition, girls

sometimes suffer from “math phobia”, which may limit their achievement. They may be afraid to ask for

help in class or to request further explanation for fear of embarrassment.

Likewise, boys can also profit from single-sex instruction. Some studies have reported that boys feel

restrained in a class discussion dominated by girls. This feeling mirrors the girls’ response and contradicts

studies that have shown how boys control the class. The discrepancy may hinge on the personality and

perhaps the gender of the teacher, who may be completely unaware of any biases.

Those opposed to single-sex education contend that the worst result of this approach is that both

sexes will not have the opportunity to acquire and polish important social skills for interaction with the

opposite sex. Likewise, although attire is correctly downplayed, sometimes a concomitant lack of concern

about personal hygiene or appearance is another negative side effect. When girls and boys are together,

they may lack the social skills necessary for successful relationships. To offset these factors, single-sex

schools often have a “brother” or a “sister” school; students of the two schools can work together on

community projects and social occasions such as dances. Working in groups, furthermore, offers students

a less threatening way to socialize.
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Parents who have the opportunity to choose either a coed or a single-sex school for their child

should consider the advantages and disadvantages of each.

Words and Expressions

controversy n. AFFEFIL, Bk

advocates vt. {5, Eik - n. 2{EFH, HIFE

metropolitan  adj. KHEIZHY, KIkHHY

proponent  n. (K=l ~ BHIGSRAY) L P

overshadow  vt. {5 (A7) WA (CERAE - (ECEEY) S A PR/ ViRl - (A ILAlEL
BERRE

phobia n. ZYH, P&

restrain - vt. - f(If, A B, T, 295 0 Hilik o BHik R el (HS)  HIE

dominate v.i%efl, TG, SUA, A 0 0 AE. . S E AL

contradict  v. 5%, &Ik CHIERME > 5. KETE, 5. K4k

discrepancy  n. Z&, AFFE(ZMA), F—E(Z4L)

bias n. {g .

polish v. 4tk » FTEE > Jifn

downplay vt JE{. .. AYEE SR ISR, B0

concomitant  adj. FRERARY[FEIRSAASGEEEL > n. FRREA AT, HEREP
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Questions:

1. The purpose of this article is to

A. instruct B. describe

C. persuade D. inform.

2. Typically, parents select a single-sex school for their child because

A

w

o

single-sex schools are less expensive.
single-sex schools prepare students better for college.
single-sex schools ideally provide fewer distractions in the classroom.

students can achieve greater athletic prowess in single-sex schools.

3. “Math phobia” sometimes affects girls

A

D.

who are uncertain of their skills in mathematics
who are actually afraid of mathematics
who excel in English and social sciences

who have only brothers rather than sisters as siblings

4. According to the article which of the following statements is NOT true?

A

Coed classrooms are likely to include distracting elements for students.
Coed classes may be intimidating to especially shy students of both sexes.
Coed classes usually do not have rules about attire.

Coed classrooms usually have more students per class.
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5. Among the following suggestions, the best title for this article is
A. Choosing a School
B. Coeds Prefer Single-Sex Schools
C. Easy Choices in Education

D. Socialization vs. Academics
Text 2

The idea persists that in the American democracy everyone, regardless of condition, is expected to
have a fair chance. Such is the tenet that underlay the establishment of the free, tax-supported common
school and high school. As science pointed the way, the effort to bridge the gulf between the haves and
have-nots presently extended to those with physical and mental handicaps. Most states and many cities
have long since undertaken programs to teach the handicapped, though financially the going had been
difficult. In 1958 Congress appropriated $1million to help prepare teachers of mentally retarded children.
Thenceforward, federal aid for the handicapped steadily increased. With the Education for All
Handicapped Children Act of 1975 —and with corresponding legislation in states and communities —
facilities, program development, teacher preparation, and employment training for the handicapped have
advanced more rapidly and comprehensively then in any other period. Current reforms aim to place
handicapped children in the least restrictive environment and, where possible, to “mainstream” them in
regular schools and classes.

As the century began, American youths attended an eight-year elementary school, whereupon those
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who continued went to a four-year high school. This “eight-four system” wholly prevailed until about
1910, when the “six-three-three system” made a modest beginning. Under the rearrangement, the pupil
studied six years in the elementary and three in the junior and senior high schools, respectively. Both
systems are in use, there being almost the same number of four-year high schools and three-three
junior-senior high school arrangements. There has been a change at the elementary-junior high
connection to include a system in which children attend an elementary school for four or five years and

then a middle school for three or four years. (DThe rapid growth of preschool provisions, with the

establishment of an immense body of early-childhood teachers, day-care workers, new “nannies”,

producers of learning materials, and entrepreneurs, has secured the place of the kindergarten as an

educational step for five-year-olds and has made available a wide, but mainly nonpublic, network of

education for younger children.

In 1900 only a handful of the lower school’s alumni — some 500,000 — advanced into the high

school. Of those who took their high-school diploma during this early period, some three out of every

four entered college. The ratio reversed, as high-school enrollments swelled 10 fold over the first 50 years

of the century, with only one of every four high-school graduates going on the higher learning. 2As

even more students finished high school (more than 75 percent by 1980), demands for access to the

post-secondary level increased until nearly half of all high-school graduates, or nearly one-third of the

age group, were entering college.
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Words and Expressions

tenet n. RN, {55, X, #&k
handicap n. [EH5,[HES > (AEERESE) LRV, #RE= vt U515, GEARFIEAS
legislation n.JEREE; JEML > 177%, AEHIE
comprehensively adv. FFEHE » 2 (i
whereupon  conj. {EXDAE, G, T2
prevail - vi.ifl, Whis; B - BEAT, AT 0 3RAE S0
immense  adj. fRoRHY, ERHYIE A
nanny n. (JLERY) RS T
alumni - n. ()L ()Rl
reverse V.((E)SH%; ((E)ERE, ((E)ENH - #HEHN, HUHN - (HEER, 2
enrollment  n. B, Az AL EICAEL AT
swell - v. iifik, Bk, SO - w58, 8926, oK () M St
Questions:
1. The first paragraph is mainly about
A. the fundamental principle of American education
B. the Education for All Handicapped Children Act
C. the American education for handicapped children

D. the increasing financial aid for the handicapped
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2. The underlined word “tenet” in the first paragraph most probably means
A. principle B. origin
C. purpose D. tenant
3. To educate the handicapped,
A. congress granted to help those mentally retarded teachers
B. federal aid for the handicapped steadily increased since1958.
C. all Handicapped Children Act was laid down in 1910
D. measures have been taken to put the handicapped in the restrictive environment
4. According to this passage, the eight-year elementary school system
A. never prevailed in the U.S. until about 1910
B. was completely replaced by the new “six-three- three system” about 1910
C. has never been dominant in the U.S.
D. was the dominant educational system in the U. S. in the early years of the 20th century
5. We can infer from the passage that
A. preschool provisions are not covered by the public network of education
B. The “six-three-three system ” is superior to the “eight-four system”
C. The percentage of the high-school students who enter college has increased since the 20" century

D. generally speaking more students received higher education than before
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Text 3
[FEi%N]
How poor students become top scientists

The bleak job prospects facing today’s young people will be familiar to their parents. Talk of a “lost

generation” was common 30 years ago too.

My brush with unemployment in the 1980s was blessedly brief, but | recall the disappointment at the mail
that brought nothing, the crawling hours of a non-working day and the longing to be among the

commuters heading for the station.

I was well educated, confident and middle class. | found a job and have been in work ever since. Better
times will come for many of today’s young, and the best-equipped will put worklessness behind them.
Policymakers may be right when they say that employment gaps can affect wages for years, if not

decades, but I suspect that the most privileged will overcome them.

In good years and bad, the young people we should worry about are those at the bottom. Their
disenchantment and lack of mobility affects not just them, but the entire society, which feels that much

more uncomfortable and divided.

What can be done? The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development has just published a

study of young people from poorer families who beat the odds academically. If we can understand how
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they managed to come out on top, we can devise policies for governments and employers that help others

make the same journey.

How many make this transition? “In Australia, Canada, Finland, Japan, Korea, New Zealand and Portugal,
close to one-half of disadvantaged students exceed an internationally comparable performance

benchmark and can be considered successful from a global perspective,” the OECD says.

Disadvantaged students in the UK, Switzerland and Poland do less well, but better than those in the US

and Norway, who do better than those in Mexico and Brazil.

Last December, the OECD published its 2009 Programme for International Student Assessment (Pisa),
which focused on reading skills, and which found that students in Shanghai were the top performers,

followed by those in Korea, Finland and Hong Kong.

This month’s study of young high achievers from poor families — the OECD calls them “resilient
students” — draws on the 2006 Pisa study, which concentrated on scientific skills, although the OECD

believes the same principles often apply to mathematics and reading.

Unlike in reading, where girls from disadvantaged families did better than boys everywhere, the
difference in scientific skills was generally small. In Turkey, Greece and Jordan, girls were
over-represented among high performers from poor families. In Chile, Luxembourg and the UK, boys did

slightly better.
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Although some studies have shown that immigrant students are more motivated, they seem to find it
harder to make the leap to top scientific performance. “In many countries only a small fraction of students
with an immigrant background beat the odds,” the study said. An exception was Australia, where

immigrants — the largest groups are from the UK, New Zealand and China — did well.

What does make a difference to poorer students’ achievement is how much time they spend being taught.
In almost every country, the OECD found that just an extra hour a week of science lessons made a
substantial difference to poorer students’ performance. Correlation is not causation. The quality of those

lessons no doubt matters too. But the more students are made to study science, the better they do.

How can employers, who would benefit from a wider recruitment pool, help? Donations of laboratory
and scientific equipment are, of course, always welcome, but the OECD study found that physical school

resources made little difference to achievement. Some students did well even in poorly equipped schools.

What distinguished high achievers from poorer backgrounds, apart from spending longer in the classroom,
was their attitude. “Resilient students are more motivated to learn science, more engaged with science
and have greater self-confidence in their ability to learn science. The level of self-confidence in their

academic abilities is in fact one of the strongest correlates of resilience,” the OECD study said.

Can companies, particularly science-based companies, encourage those attitudes? Sending their people
into schools as mentors could help, the study says. So could other forms of interaction between poorer

students and those working in science companies.
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Many companies offer internships and work experience. The problem, as other studies have shown, is
that the best-connected often grab most of the opportunities. Where are the companies ready to declare

that their internships will go to those who need them most?

Text 1
[(X=ER]

(DParents who lack financial resources and those who do not live in metropolitan areas are two
groups for whom this choice usually does not exist.

AHJE R 4] > T2 "Parents and those are two groups” - EIEANHI A E TEM
4] “who” > RIBWHEEME “forwhom” o AAEILIEN ¢ WA M TEE AT
O THHYR AT - RS bR BT » 7

(@Some studies have shown that girls particularly benefit from being in a single-sex classroom
because, in traditional class settings, they may be overshadowed by their male counterparts, who are
more likely to control class discussion.

X PRERRANESH > “because” F[SHYFERIREMAFHE—1 “who”  5[FHY
TEIRMAEELT “counterparts” o AATEILUENY ¢ “—EBWIFERE - 2R L HS M B MERIRESR
0 RVERGRYIRE S > LA A SRR E TS B AN R B ied

[EEER]
1-[%&%]1D
CER] A~ BERIEN - ROVFE ARSI E B S0 Ml 2555 - C R IEs - K
B P EE A KRG B L ER AR I (L R ey AR 4 - i@ ik
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BRI E JT AR ER A FTUEIE ENIZE D -
2-[&EE]C

3R] R =Yg =5 —4] “Students of the same sex are less likely to be distracted during
class.” DIJiX—ESfNEIEEE —A) “This lack of distraction is probably the most important
characteristic influencing parents who choose single-sex education for their children.” »Ff{Ta]CLFEH, C

RIEWEZE - HERA - B~ D BN E SCEIIRIER

T

3-[FEXIA

CER] S MHE" RIS EIERNEFET - bl B RIEH - IERERNIZE A -

HAIRIESE U G —5 “They may be afraid to ask for help in class or to request further explanation

for fear of embarrassment.” Ff 1ok E A BIFIAEE -

4-[EX]1D

CER] CEA AL FERHITIRATAE - 428 D 2T WATRENT - BT D ARIERS © AT

FEBP AL A - B~ CHESEB MG T -

5-[FEX]A

CER] CEPEEEARAPIMEE AL - AESIREEENS BB L - A

DLUB “RIEHS - C A IER » IR R— DA ZIVEEEE - FTLARGZEE A - T D FYNESCEIFR

fER
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Text 2
[CEER]

(DThe rapid growth of preschool provisions, with the establishment of an immense body of
early-childhood teachers, day-care workers, new “nannies”, producers of learning materials, and
entrepreneurs, has secured the place of the kindergarten as an educational step for five-year-olds and
has made available a wide, but mainly nonpublic, network of education for younger children.

x4 “with” 5|SHREMIRIE » GFMIET2 “The rapid growth of preschool provisions has
secured the place of the kindergarten and has made available a network” - AajalPli%hy @ “FEEKE
gl ~ HFE A ARSIV LA HY I DR AR SR el A4l ) LI R Y R - SRS
WAL T 4 LEZ A - NP ESBENEEWE - W EERIEATIRIZN) LB
[k e

(@As even more students finished high school (more than 75 percent by 1980), demands for access
to the post-secondary level increased until nearly half of all high-school graduates, or nearly one-third of
the age group, were entering college.

“As” SISHVEEEINGE - “until” 5]SRYREM A EERZ “nearly half of all high-school
graduates, or nearly one-third of the age group” - &G RJDLIEN @ “BBTF M4 5 7 E el
(%1980 £ 1F 75%LLE) - AT & — AR SRR KBS - ERIAT—FAY & a4

BT =53 2 —HZFR B B R AR FEF37
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1-[&F#E]C

CER] 35— — - i T E2ENEEEEEM - T8 © "ANBAEPENZEEN

Wl&" - F5=a1% “As science pointed the way - the effort to bridge the gulf between the haves and

have-nots presently extended to those with physical and mental handicaps”  (F}2#F500 T i EAYERE -

MBS TMER S5 & Z [MEI IR - 1 B ARSS T E B & R IERIN) © S6—BeMEE =A10T4h

HERR G — A RIS R EE L R ABE FL LRSS - Bl 550 C N IEHE K -

2-[FEE]A

[ER]) 55— - —A) “The idea persists that in the American democracy everyone, regardless of

condition, is expected to have a fair chance. Such is the tenet that underlay the establishment of the free,

taxsupported common school and high school.” FYE BRI : FEEENEREHE T - (Fa—NA 0 T

WA - RAFEANE - XM —EESES - XIERFERT > FEBUCE TS

NS tenet o EAARY tenet AV BAANIE “FEARIN" < 2T A principle HYEES HAH

AT RONIERE S o HM =RV RA 1350 « #IR ~ By - &HA - S ETXEERFRR

FREBE -

3-[&X]18B

8] 5—E5 A “In 1958 Congress appropriated $1million to help prepare teachers of mentally

retarded children.” [EZEFGEN THFHMREE B L REIGHVING > TIAEBHEI A HiBHE 1%

RENEIENT - FTPL AR REE - F—EE/ ) “Thenceforward” EfEJE “since then” FrlLlit

171 B federal aid for the handicapped steadily increased since1958.9 IFFA&ZE - #ET0 C ~ D #5HE—E%
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CERR]) 5 —EpiPia “As the century began, American youths attended an eight-year elementary
school, whereupon those who continued went to a four-year high school. This “eight-four system” wholly
prevailed until about 1910, when the “six-three-three system” made a modest beginning.” - 20 {40 H44
i o SEEJLE B/ VERIN/NT: - NFEE - R8T LB AR - Xfh /N2 (&
DU O EERAFH— EELEF] 1910 /24 o L) FHEEIT N== Fl o AT LA
HETT A 1010 FFRTMARBATI" 4 C  “fEEEMR G S #RIER - fRYE “Both
systems are inuse” - ZEMiB “1910 /A 0 EARHE RN==" FHIEULT RIERE o WD “fF
20 L YIREREN ESBEEEH NATEREZE -

5-[&F%]D

CERR) RS —BrsRE—4 “The rapid growth of preschool provisions:-+ has made available a
wide, but mainly nonpublic, network of education for younger children.” “#giZE T3 EIRAIIHY » 1
WA “SEERIRANAY AIER « (FEESCP I RIS AL IR - BT AR B A IER - AR
WEE=FE — « =4 “Of those who took their high-school diploma during this early period, some three
out of every four entered college. The ratio reversed ---only one of every four high-school graduates
going on the higher learning.” KPR s Az ERSFHIELHT RE T - mAR BT T - 2631 C R IER -
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Text 2 1.C 2A 3.B 4D 5D
Text 3
[Z%EX]

WA AR NPT I BB oL Al 5, FEMATTI SRR RAT L LG AR 30 4RTT, AR “RRIMI—
AR A R R ) 2 AR

ER, e LA 80 SEACR Sl TARKE —Beita], (HIRVHICH A RSk —81E. A4
FEUFH B HRE, WAEBA TR H 7 B H g, PR BOvE 8 — iR 2 1 .
WL REFNET, AfE, BT Hge FRRBERE 7 — 0T, I MR — 5 T/
BUfE. X TASHZERNNE, FH TR0, FFadtn MASERRLE. B EH
FERR, WL ER I AT BE S R ARKRVF 2 SF—— R AR —— M T RKT, AT B et -
HIAME, ALERAFRIMTFIIN SRENAI R
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2D NI T RRRFEAR? CEBRAATL, IEER, 5522 HAR, S B maa s, o
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TR IEE L B A L IR A R B B 2k, (EECSE RSB EE o, 17 5% E AR S0 T 5k
7 EF AT
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A RATEIR R B TTREKEE RS K 4 A ——O0ECD FRAfAT Y “Piiz2E” (resilient
students) ——MIBF TR, 851 T 2006 £ Pisa MRS . MEMNR 252 A 10 & 2R RHE
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